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Welcome to the first September 
session of the Dr. Harold C. Deutsch 
World War II History Round Table. 
Our speaker tonight is Harry Yeide, author of 
Betting Against America. His talk will show 
how the Axis Powers misunderstood the 
‘Sleeping Giant’ and underestimated its 
resolve to maintain a peaceful world as it 
emerged from the Great Depression. 

Warfare has always constituted a clash not 
only of arms but also of societies and cultures. 
Particularly in the 20th century, the era of total 
wars, every aspect of a nation’s identity was 
militarized in the national interest. However, it 
is precisely the perceived cultural differences 
in values, ideals, and world view, that 
precipitates and influences the conduct of 
wars.  

In the 1930s, the United States 
encountered two societies, the German 
“1,000-Year” Reich and the Empire of Japan. 
Their values, goals, and ambitions were very 
different from each other and from those of 
the United States.  

Many distinct elements formed Imperial 
Japan’s view of the USA. Historically, 
Commodores Perry’s entrance into Tokyo Bay 
in 1853 shook Japan out of the Tokugawa 
Shogunate’s isolationism and drove it 
headlong into modernization and led to the 
Meiji Restoration. A reliable ally of the 
United Kingdom in World War I, Japanese 
leaders were insulted by the lack of parity in 
naval power allowed under the 1922 
Washington Naval Treaties and felt vulnerable 
to a growing Anglo-American dominance in 
Asia. Envy of Euro-American empires, the 
Japanese sought colonies (the first was the 
Kingdom of Ryuku in 1872) and naval power.  

The fragile constitutional monarchy of 
Japan, acutely sensitive to Japan’s near total 
dependence on raw materials for its industry 
and bolstered by a growing tsunami of hyper-
ethnic nationalism and cultural superiority, 
eroded into an all-powerful military state. 
Following acquisition of rights in the 
Liaodong Peninsula after the war with Russia 
in 1905, Japan expanded into Korea (1912) 
and later Manchuria and China proper in the 
1930s. 

Further expansion into China and then 
Indochina led to American economic warfare. 
The resulting economic necessity led Japan to 

attack American and British holdings in the 
Pacific in 1941. Japanese strategists, notably 
Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto, commander of 
the Combined Fleet, were aware of America’s 
industrial potential but anticipated US 
acquiescence in the face of rapid Japanese 
successes. Making a series of assumptions 
about their racial, religious, and cultural 
superiority over the gaijin (“barbarians” or – 
politely, foreigners), Japanese leaders thought 
that Japanese courage, discipline and martial 
virtue would triumph. Americans were, they 
believed, morally weak, corrupt, and 
disunified, a “mongrel” society of differing 
racial and ethnic groups that could not bear 
costly assaults against tenacious, morally 
superior, Japanese forces and would 
ultimately seek a negotiated settlement in 
Japan’s favor.  

Paradoxically, most authoritarian 
movements portray themselves as victims of 
injustices that validate and legitimize their 
own aggression. In the case of Japan, the core 
excuse was a racial fear of being subordinate 
to white European and American imperialists. 
An analogous movement (in terms of 
resentment) drove the unique political 
ascendency of the National Socialist German 
Workers Party (Nazi Party). Driven by “war 
guilt,” economic depression, and post-war 
social and cultural disintegration, the Weimar 
Republic was a noxious brew of national 
indignation and resentments. Emerging as the 
standard-bearer of dissent, the Nazis totally 
rejected the Versailles Treaty System and 
called for Germany to reclaim her “place in 
the sun” (“lebensraum”), and to eliminate the 
inferior races contaminating German society.  

When Hitler declared war on the United 
States a few days after Pearl Harbor, he 
expected that his drive for Moscow would be 
victorious and Soviet resistance would 
collapse; he also believed the Americans 
would be preoccupied with Japan. Hitler’s 
racialist world view further deluded him into a 
sense of optimism in 1942. Despite battlefield 
reverses, he believed that the Soviet Union, 
populated by subhuman inferiors led by 
criminal Communists, would soon collapse in 
the face of German superiority. He also 
believed, against advice from his generals, 
that the ethnically polyglot United States 
would be systemically incapable of concerted, 
coherent action against him.  

The Nazis, the Japanese militarists, and 
other authoritarians, viewing democracy from 
the outside are most impressed by the internal 
controversies and polarization present in 
democratically elected legislatures. The 
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American constitutional separation of powers 
seems to many authoritarians to embody 
inefficiency at best or internal paralysis at 
worst. Certainly, the absolute power Hitler 
commanded as Führer of the Reich and the 
robotic discipline and obedience drilled into 
German youth, and the Japanese collective 
mindset, devotion to the emperor, and sense of 
racial superiority, all reflect completely 
different systems of values than those of the 
United States. 

 Early Japanese military successes fostered 
this view. While shocked by the American 
success at Guadalcanal, the meat grinder of 
Tarawa seemed to validate Japan’s defensive 
strategy. The island of Betio was 
approximately one square mile in area and the 
Americans lost nearly 1,000 dead and more 
wounded in this battle. Thus, the superior 
courage and devotion of fanatical Japanese 
defenders would ultimately triumph over the 
materially strong but spiritually weak United 
States. Similarly, in the first clash of arms 
between the Wehrmacht and US ground forces 
in the battle of the Kasserine Pass, the United 
States Army was routed, confirming German 
delusions of American military inferiority. 

As the war went on, and America’s 
strength first grew and then exponentially 
exploded, and American leadership learned 
hard lessons from earlier defeats, the 
combination of ever improving tactical 
doctrine as well as improvements in weapons 
and unprecedented logistical support on land, 
sea, and air, forced their enemies to reappraise 
American “weakness.” Hitler took a certain 
cold comfort after D-Day in noting that 
America’s best generals including Eisenhower 
and Patton were of German descent, hence 
their military excellence stemmed, in his view, 
from their Germanic roots. Meanwhile, 
Japanese propaganda evolved from initially 
characterizing Americans as weak and 
cowardly to characterizing them as vicious, 
brutal, beasts.  

Interestingly both the Germans and the 
Japanese became more tenacious in defense as 
defeat became inevitable. Perhaps most 
astonishing of all, after the apocalyptic events 
of 1945, it was as if both nations came out of a 
trance. Japanese children were soon playing 
baseball, and Berliners saw America as their 
saviors during the Berlin airlift, and both 
countries over time have emerged as among 
the strongest democratic nations on earth 
today.  
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Announcements: 
Twin Cities Civil War Round Table – 13 Sept. 
2026– “Waking the Bedlam Boys”– MEETS at 
Historic Ft. Snelling! www.tccwrt.com – e-mail: 
info@tccwrt.com  
Minnesota Military Museum, Camp Ripley, 21702 
Haven Road, Little Falls, MN 56345. 320-616-6050. 
http://www.mnmilitarymuseum.org/.  
8th AF Historical Society of MN, Place TBA, 2nd & 
4th Wednesdays at 1100. https://www.8thmn.org. 
Wings of the North Airshow - Eden Prairie – TBA 2027 
- Flying Cloud Airport - 952-746-6100 - www.wotn.org  
Friends of Ft. Snelling - www.fortsnelling.org 
Alliance Française 612-332-0436 - www.afmsp.org 
Friends of the National WW II Memorial – 
http://www.wwiimemorialfriends.org.US  
Pittsburg Veterans Breakfast Club 
- http://www.vbcphg.org. 
Western Naval Historical Association –info@wnha.net 
WWII Discussion Forum – wwiidf.org 
History Happy Hour - Sundays, 3 pm - 
www.historyhappyhour.com 
CAF - Commemorative Air Force - 651-455-6942 -
www.cafmn.org 
Honor Flight - Jerry Kyser - 651-338-2717 - 
jkyser45@gmail.com 
We need volunteers to drive our veterans to 
and from meetings. Please contact Don Patton 
at cell 612-867-5144 or coldpatton@yahoo.com 

Round Table Schedule 2026 – 2027 
22 Sept. Manhattan Project 
13 Oct.  Special Operations 
27 Oct. ABMC Military Cemeteries 
10 Nov. Ike and Winston 
8 Dec. Pearl Harbor – 85 years on 

2027 
12 Jan. East Front: Guderian’s Panzers 
9 Feb. War in Yugoslavia 
9 Mar. China-Burma-India: Stilwell 
23 Mar. “The Dangerous Shore” 
13 Apr. Fall of the Philippines – 85 years on 
27 Apr. Naval Battles of World War II 
11 May Patton: January – December 1945 

The Round Table is a 501(c)3 nonprofit. 
We would greatly appreciate your  
supporting the HCDWW2HRT.  

 

  

  
 


