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Welcome to the February session 
of the Dr. Harold C. Deutsch World 
War II History Round Table. Tonight’s 
speakers are Erik Brun, Olaf Minge, and Kyle 
Ward who collaborated on editing The Viking 
Battalion, a collection of biographies of 
Norwegian-American veterans from the 99th 
Battalion.  

During the First World War, Norwegians 
remained neutral and 
expected to do the same 
when Europe erupted into 
warfare again in 
September 1939. They 
did not want to go to war 
against Great Britain and 
tried to maintain 

neutrality, but Germany had other plans. 
Beginning in September 1939, the Nazi 
government offered to sign a non-aggression 
pact with Norway, Finland, and Sweden, but 
all three rejected the offer. Norway negotiated 
trade treaties with both Germany and Great 
Britain, but the combatants’ conflicting 
strategic interests muted these deals.  
Norway’s long western coastline, with access 
to the North Sea and the North Atlantic, 
proved to be too much of a target for each.  

The British planned an invasion of Norway 
(Operation Winifred) for March and April 
1940. After mining the Norwegian coastline 
waters, troops would land at the port cities of 
Narvik, Trondheim, Bergen, and Stavanger in 
an effort to disrupt or to stop iron ore 
shipments from Sweden’s Gällivare mines. 
Haggling between British and French 
commands over the timing of the invasion 
proved catastrophic, as the Nazi’s launched 
their invasion on 9 April 1940.  

Several factors precipitated the Nazi 
invasion (Operation Weserübung) to secure 
Swedish iron ore going to Germany through 
Narvik by controlling the Norway’s North 
Atlantic coastline and ice free harbors. The 
Germans attacked Norwegian ports by sea and 
air from Oslo to Narvik. The small Norwegian 
military, caught off guard by the attack, put up 
what resistance they could and allowed 
enough time for the royal family to escape to 
form a government-in-exile in Great Britain. 
Norway’s interior topography proved difficult 
for the Germans to conquer. British forces 
attempted several invasions but these failed. 

The Norwegians did not surrender until 10 
June, holding out longer than any other victim 
of German attention. Germany maintained its 
source of iron ore, but over 300,000 German 
troops had to be stationed in the country to 
prevent any Allied invasion. The Nazis 
occupied Norway until Germany’s surrender 
on 8 May 1945. 

The idea of an Allied invasion of Norway 
did not stop with the German occupation. 
British Prime Minister Winston Churchill 
continued to speak of one throughout the war. 
When the United States joined the war effort, 
a possible invasion of Norway was still being 
considered by the Allied High Command. The 
army took the idea of using immigrants, which 
originated with the Military Attaché at the 
American Embassy in London, Brig. Gen. 
Raymond E. Lee. He saw that the British 
Special Operations Executive was forming 
commando units from Norwegian, Polish, and 
French refugees to fight the Nazis. When Lee 
returned to the United States to become an 
Acting Assistant Chief of Staff G2, he wrote a 
memorandum to Army Chief of Staff George 
C. Marshall suggesting using immigrants and 
their native-,born children in special ways to 
fight the Axis. In addition to commando units, 
larger units could be formed to serve as an 
advance invasion force into their original 
European homelands. Lee’s efforts lead to the 
creation of the 99th Norwegian, 101st Austrian, 
and the 122nd Greek Battalions.  

Created in July 1942 at Camp Ripley 
Minnesota, the 99th Battalion (Separate) 
consisted of 1,001 soldiers and was attached 
to the First Army, although it was designated 
as “separate” because it was not attached to a 
specific regiment. While the 99th was seen as a 
group of Norwegian-Americans, accounts 
vary as to how many Norwegian immigrant or 
first generation Norwegian-Americans were 
actually in the battalion, with estimates 
running from 300 to 500 of the initial group. 
After forming at Camp Ripley, the battalion 
moved several times finally ending up at 
Camp Hale in Colorado for winter and alpine 
warfare training. It was there that the Office of 
Strategic Services (OSS) enlisted 80 men and 
12 officers to become the OSS Norwegian 
Special Operations Group (NORSOG) for 
intended action in Norway. While these 
operations never materialized on a large scale, 
the group did work behind German lines in 
France and conducted railway sabotage in 
Norway in 1945. The rest of the 99th landed at 
Omaha Beach on 22 June 1944 and took part 
in the battle for Cherbourg. As it was a 
“separate” battalion it was attached to 
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different formations as needed until the end of 
the war.  

 In 1945, the 99th became a battalion of the 
474th Regimental Combat Team tasked with 
rear area security and mop-up operations. One 
of these included securing and transporting 
millions of dollars of Nazi gold from the 
Merkers salt mine. At the end of the war the 
99th, as part of the 474th RCT, was sent to 
Norway to assist in the demobilization of the 
German forces occupying Norway. 

Although an Allied invasion of Norway 
never occurred, the use of immigrant groups 
proved successful as part of US forces. The 
Minnesota- Norway connections continue to 
the present day with Minnesota Army 
National Guard conducting annual training 
with Norwegian troops in Minnesota and in 
Norway. 

Further Readings: 
Olaf Minge, Kyle Ward, and Erik Brun, eds., 
The Viking Battalion: Norwegian American 
Ski Troopers in World War II (Havertown PA: 
Casemate Publishers, 2023). 
Howard R. Bergen, History of th (e 99th 
Infantry Battalion (Oslo: Emil Moestue 
S-A, 1945). 
Bruce H. Hermark, The OSS Norwegian 
Special Operations Group in World War II 
(Westport, CT: Praeger, 1994).  
Dave Kenney, Minnesota Goes to War: The 
Home Front during World War II (St. Paul, 
MN: Minnesota Historical Society Press, 
2005).  
David R. Witte, World War II at Camp Hale: 
Blazing a New Trail in the Rockies 
(Charleston, SC: The History Press, 2015). 
Gerd Nyquist, The 99th Battalion (Reading, 
PA: Aperture Press, 2014). 
Announcements: 
Twin Cities Civil War Round Table – 20 Feb. 
2024, Concept of Cowardice – 
www.tccwrt.com - info@tccwrt.com 
Minnesota Military Museum, Camp Ripley,  
15000 Hwy 115, Little Falls, MN 56345 -  
320-616-6050. http://www.mnmilitarymuseum.org/.  
8th AF Historical Society of MN, KC Hall 
Bloomington, 2nd & 4th Wednesdays at 1100 - 
https://www.8thmn.org. 
Friends of Ft. Snelling - www.fortsnelling.org 
Fagen Fighters WWII Museum, Granite Falls, MN - Air 
show – TBA - 320-564-6644 - 
http://www.fagenfighterswwiimuseum.org. 
Wings of the North Airshow - Eden Prairie –TBA July 
2024 - Flying Cloud Airport - 952-746-6100 - 
www.wotn.org   
Alliance Française 612-332-0436 - www.afmsp.org  
Friends of the National WW II Memorial –. 
http://www.wwiimemorialfriends.org. 
Pittsburg Veterans Breakfast Club 
- http://www.vbcphg.org. 
Western Naval Historical Association 
info@wnha.net 
CAF - Commemorative Air Force - 651-455-6942 -
www.cafmn.org 
Honor Flight - Jerry Kyser - 651-338-2717 - 
crazyjerry45@hotmail.com 
We need volunteers to drive our veterans to 
and from meetings. Please contact Don Patton 
at cell 612-867-5144 or coldpatton@yahoo.com 

Round Table Schedule 2024 
12 Mar. Selling the War – Bill Maudlin 
26 Mar. Coast Watchers: Hawaii, England 
9 Apr.  War of Supply–Mediterranean 
14 May Dieppe’s Lessons for Normandy 

The Round Table is a 501.c.3 non-profit. 
We would greatly appreciate your  

supporting the HCDWW2RT. 

 
The German invasion of Norway. Note: Iron ore from 

Gällivare was exported through Narvik and Lulea. 

  
German troops marching off 

pier after landing. 
German destroyer in Narvik 

harbor. 

 
Nazi loot in the Merkers salt mine. 

 
99th BN soldiers training for winter operations 

 
99th Inf. BN passing in review. 


