
 

If you are a veteran, or know a veteran, of one of these campaigns – contact Don Patton at cell 
612-867-5144 or coldpatton@yahoo.com  
 

Tuesday, 9 May 2023 
36:11 Volume 36 Number 11 
Published by WWII History Round Table 
Written by Drs. Connie Harris & Chris Simer 
www.mn-ww2roundtable.org 

Welcome to the May session of the Dr. 
Harold C. Deutsch World War II History 
Round Table. Tonight’s speaker is Jonna 
Doolittle Hoppes (Jimmy Doolittle’s 
granddaughter) who will discuss the European 
air war and Jimmy’s contributions to the 
successes of the Eighth Air Force based on 
her book, Calculated Risk,. 

A “world-class” engineer, champion air 
racer, brilliant military leader, and a daring 
pilot, James Harold “Jimmy” Doolittle was 
born in Alameda, California on 14 December 
1896. Jimmy spent much of his youth in 
Nome, Alaska, where his father, Frank 
Doolittle, prospected for gold and did 
carpentry and other odd jobs and Jimmy’s 
first “piloting” job was driving a dog sled. His 
mother, Rosa, left her husband behind and 
took Jimmy back to California, and he 
attended high school in Los Angeles where he 
excelled both academically and as a gymnast 
and boxer.  

After graduation he attended Los Angeles 
Junior College from 1914-1916 and the 
University of California School of Mines 
1916-1918. Once the US entered World War I 
James Doolittle enlisted in the Army and 
became a flying cadet with the US Army 
Signal Corps. He was a natural flyer, soloing 
and becoming a flight gunnery instructor. 
Anxious for combat he requested transfer to 
the European theater but the war ended before 
he could go overseas. 

Doolittle was stationed at the US Army’s 
Kelly Field in San Antonio Texas, and was 
promoted to first lieutenant in 1920, then took 
time out to complete his degree at the 
University of California. In 1922 he made his 
first flight on the way to fame. He was the 
first pilot to fly coast to coast – from Florida 
to California – in under 24 hours with just one 
stop. For this long distance endurance flight 
he developed what might be the first 
engineered airplane toilet, the “pilot de-
hydrator”, consisting of a funnel with a tube 
leading out of the aircraft.   

His prowess and determination as a pilot 
convinced the Army to send him to the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (then 
America’s finest scientific university) where 
his intellectual gifts earned him a master’s 
and a doctorate in aeronautical engineering. 
Do not confuse him with a different, famous 
Dr. Doolittle).  

After completing his doctorate, he 
distinguished himself as a test pilot in Army 
and civilian aircraft and also set many air race 
records as a spirited competitor. On the 
technical side he contributed in the 
development of more advanced instrument 
flying that permitted level flight in whiteout 
conditions.  

In 1930, Doolittle resigned his commission 
from the regular Army, becoming a major in 
the reserves, to work as the manager of the 
Shell Oil Company’ aviation department – 
with a significant increase in pay, a 
relationship that persisted throughout his life. 
An early result was the development of an 
advanced high-octane aviation fuel. While 
with Shell, he still served as a consultant to 
the federal government and the US Army, and 
maintained his passion as an aircraft racer, 
setting the World High Speed Record in 1932.  

As war clouds gathered, Doolittle returned 
to active duty in 1940 and continued aircraft 
development and test piloting. In early 1942, 
General Henry H. “Hap” Arnold ordered him 
to plan and lead a raid on the Japanese Home 
Islands. This raid was intended to raise US 
morale shocked after the devastating Japanese 
attack in 1941, and to puncture Japanese 
illusions of their invulnerability.  

After much discussion, the joint Army-
Navy project took shape. The B-25 bombers 
chosen for the raid were modified in 
Minneapolis with support and work done at 
the Mid-Continent Airlines maintenance 
hangar at Wold-Chamberlain Field. The 710th 
Military Police Battalion based at Fort 
Snelling provided security. Modifications in 
Minnesota included significant reduction in 
the plane’s weight and the addition of 
auxiliary fuel tanks for greater range. Finally, 
after training in Florida, the pilots under 
Doolittle and their planes set sail from San 
Francisco on board the USS Hornet at the 
beginning of April 1942.  

The plan was to get as close as possible to 
Japan but, unfortunately, on 18 April the task 
force was spotted by Japanese fishing vessel. 
Doolittle and Captain Marc Mitscher of the 
Hornet jointly agreed to launch early to 
protect the carrier and retain the element of 
surprise. This meant that the flight was 170 
miles longer and the planes would be nearly 
out of gas after overflying Japan. Amazingly, 
Lt. Gen. Claire Chennault, the leader of the 
celebrated “Flying Tigers” was not warned of 
the attack and no preparations were made for 
the bombers to land inside China, After 
dropping their bombs on Tokyo and other 
cities, the aviators were left to their own 
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devices as to what came next. Some aircraft 
crash landed in China, some ditched at sea, 
and one successfully landed in the Soviet 
Union in Vladivostok, where they were 
immediately arrested. Of the 80 men in the 
raid, three were killed, and eight captured, of 
whom three were executed, and one died of 
disease in Japanese confinement, 69 survived.  

While the actual damage was slight, the 
psychological impacts on the Imperial 
General Staff and Japanese public were 
profound. IGHQ had promised the Home 
Islands were inviolate and the Japanese public 
never thought the attack was possible. The 
Japanese knew that the land-based B-25 
medium bombers could not be launch from a 
carrier and thus had to have flown from the 
Aleutian Islands, explaining their attack on 
Attu and Kiska as part of their strike on 
Midway in June 1942. 

The Raid provided the perfect synthesis of 
Doolittle’ many talents. His mastery of 
aeronautical engineering gave him the vision 
and ability to push the B-25’s performance 
envelope to its absolute maximum. His 
experience in long distance flight coupled 
with his bravery and willingness to push the 
odds (from his air racing career) made the 
raid the calculated risk that Doolittle was the 
perfect man to lead,  

“Doolittle’s Raiders” inspired the United 
States. Doolittle thought he had ruined the 
mission and was surprised at being promoted 
to brigadier general and awarded the Medal of 
Honor. He later led the 8th Air Force during 
the invasion of Europe. While Charles 
Lindbergh was more famous in the 1930s, 
Doolittle was the most famous aviator of 
World War II.  
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Announcements: 
Twin Cities Civil War Round Table – 16 May 
2023, The Yankee Plague: Escaped Union 
Prisoners – www.tccwrt.com - 
info@tccwrt.com 
Minnesota Military Museum, Camp Ripley, 

15000 Hwy 115, Little Falls, MN 56345 -  
320-616-6050 - 
http://www.mnmilitarymuseum.org/  
8th AF Historical Society of MN, KC Hall 
Bloomington, 2nd & 4th Wednesdays at 1130 - 
https://www.8thmn.org. 
Friends of Ft. Snelling - www.fortsnelling.org 
World Without Genocide - 651-695-7621 - 
http://www.worldwithoutgenocide.org/ 
Fagen Fighters WWII Museum, Granite Falls, 
MN - Air show – TBA - 320-564-6644 - 
http://www.fagenfighterswwiimuseum.org. 
Wings of the North Airshow - Eden Prairie – 22-
23 July 2023 - Flying Cloud Airport - 952-746-
6100 - www.wotn.org    
Alliance Française 612-332-0436 - 
www.afmsp.org  
Selim Center for Lifelong Learning, UST, 
https://www.stthomas.edu/selimcenter/ 
Western Naval Historical Association 
info@wnha.net 
Honor Flight - Jerry Kyser - 651-338-2717 - 
crazyjerry45@hotmail.com 
CAF - Commemorative Air Force - 651-455-6942 
-www.cafmn.org 
We need volunteers to drive our veterans 
to and from meetings. Please contact Don 
Patton at cell 612-867-5144 or 
coldpatton@yahoo.com 

Round Table Schedule 2023-2024 
2023 
12 Sept.  Capture the Marianas 
10 Oct.  LeMay – Bombing Japan 
24 Oct.   3rd Infantry Division 
15 Nov.  Just War Theory 
12 Dec.  Pearl Harbor – Aviation 
2024 
9 Jan.  Casablanca Conference 
13 Feb.  99th Battalion 
12 Mar.  Selling the War – Bill Maudlin 
26 Mar.  Coast Watchers: Hawaii, England 
9 Apr.   Supply of War – Mediterranean 
14 May  Normandy 

The Round Table is a 501.c.3 non-profit. 
We would greatly appreciate your  

supporting the HCDWW2RT. 
 

 
Doolittle and his Curtiss R3C-2 – won the Schneider Trophy in 1925 

 
Doolittle, Mitscher, on the USS Hornet before launch. 


