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Welcome to the April meeting of the Dr. 
Harold C. Deutsch World War II History 
Round Table. Tonight’s speaker is Gregg 
Jones, author of The Last Mission and Last 
Stand at Khe Sanh. Together with veterans of the 
European air war, he will discuss the dangers of 
bomber missions to destroy German armaments.

According to the air power theorists, strategic 
bombing would bring the enemy to its knees by 
destroying either its will to fight by terror bomb-
ing (British doctrine) or its means to fight (US-
AAF). Americans wanted to target railroad mar-
shaling yards, refineries, ball bearing factories, 
and other key economic targets to destroy Ger-
many’s ability to create the tools of war. This 
was driven in part by ethical concerns about 
“collateral damage” – civilian casualties. To 
bomb these targets required developing the abili-
ty to do precision bombing. One key to this was 
the Norden bombsight. Another was daylight 
bombing so bombardiers could actually see the 
target. 

Because high altitude bombing was very inac-
curate, they had no fighter aircraft capable of 
reading Berlin, protecting its bombers, and re-
turning to base, and because of the high casual-
ties sustained the in daylight without escorts, the 
British Royal Air Force (RAF) chose to bomb 
Germany at night. Target cities were too large to 
miss, and the great numbers of civilian casualties 
would (theoretically) produce chaos and break 
the Germans’ will to fight.

When the USAAF arrived in Britain and be-
gan flying missions over Germany, we flew day-
light missions. The losses of aircraft and of air-
crews (more precious than aircraft) were stag-
gering. No one dreamed of such loss rates. The 
8th Air Force gave up on daylight bombing until 
long range fighters (P51s with drop tanks) be-
came available, and began night bombing, in 
which the Norden bombsight was not accurate. 
Despite this, our attacks on strategic targets were 
more focused that the British, but most strategic 
targets were in or on the edge of cities, so our 
“precision night bombing” was little better than 
the British blind blanket targeting. 

This “Combined Bomber Offensive” cam-

paign (4 July 1942-5 June 1944) includes the 
period of the flight of “Jerk’s Natural,” the 
B-24 that our speaker is focused on. Air crew 
losses were high during this and subsequent air 
campaigns by the 8th and 9th Air Forces. To 
slow the onset of combat fatigue and its ac-
companying increased ennui, the AAF adopted 
a series of personnel policies designed to keep 
bomber crews effective. Losses and stress were 
so high among 8th AF crews that after 25 mis-
sions, they were rotated back to the Continental 
US (CONUS). 9th AF at first had a higher mis-
sion quota, soon raised, and limited who could 
be rotated either to a rest camp or back to 
CONUS.

If shot down, most bomber crews faced 
heavy odds against survival. Those who 
jumped from their planes and landed in Ger-
man territory faced the real danger of being 
injured or killed by a hostile civilian popula-
tion. Some aircrew were relieved to fall into 
Luftwaffe hands, as they avoided being 
lynched. The Luftwaffe took control of airmen 
PWs and treated them far better than the SS or 
other authorities would.  The PWs were sepa-
rated by rank: officers to certain Stalag Luft 
(Air POW camps) and enlisted personnel to 
others. The Luftwaffe did not separate blacks 
from whites, nor did they usually separate out 
Jewish airmen from other Americans.

Jones’ “Jerk’s Natural” is both a family story 
(his uncle was the radio operator) and  a micro-
cosmic story of the 8th Air Force heavy 
bomber crews, especially during the “Com-
bined Bomber Offensive” campaign, except 
that its (328 BS) squadron and two others from 
the 93 BG were sent to Libya in support of 
12th AF operations, returning to England late 
in 1942. The 328 BS was sent to Libya again in 
1943, and participated in the 1 August 1943 
Ploesti oil fields mission (54 of 177 B-24s were 
lost-the highest loss mission), and for the 
“Jerk’s Natural” crew, its last and fatal 1 Octo-
ber 1943 Wiener Neustadt mission.

FURTHER READINGS: 
Donald L. Miller, Masters of the Air: America's 
Bomber Boys Who Fought the Air War against 
Nazi Germany. (New York: Simon & Schuster 
Paperbacks, 2007).
Randall Hansen, Fire and Fury: The Allied 
Bombing of Germany, 1942-1945. (New Amer-
ican Library, 2010).
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Robin Neillands, The Bomber War: The Allied 
Air Offensive against Nazi Germany. (New 
York: Barnes & Noble, 2005).
Thomas Childers, Wings of Morning: The Story 
of the Last American Bomber Shot Down Over 
Germany in World War II. (Boston: Da Capo 
Press, 1996).
Ronald Schaffer, Wings of Judgment: American 
Bombing in World War II. (New York: Oxford 
Univ. Press, 1988).
Robert S. Ehlers, jr. The Mediterranean Air War: 
Air Power and Allied Victory in World War II. 
(Lawrence, KS: U Kansas Press, 2015).
Conrad C. Crance, American Airpower Strategy 
in World War II: Bombs, Cities, Civilians, and 
Oil. (Lawrence, KS: U Kansas Press, 2016).
The American Battle Monuments Commission 
has very good video clips at https://www.abmc.-
gov/sites/default/files/interactive/interactive_-
files/SBC_Web/index.html.
Neil Halloran's "The Fallen of World War II."   
https://vimeo.com/128373915 provides a graphic 
18 minute visual documentary of the human 
costs of World War II. Highly recommended. 

Announcements:
Twin Cities Civil War Round Table -
16 May 2017 – “Overrun with Free Negroes” 
Reconstruction & Resettlement - www.tccwrt.-
com - info@tccwrt.com
St. Croix Valley Civil War Round Table - 24 Apr. 
2017 – Longstreet’s Modern Military Methods  - 
715-386-1268 - rossandhaines@comcast.net
Cannon Valley CWRT - 20 Apr. 2017 – Embalming 
in CW – dnl1.peterson@gmail.com
Fort Snelling Civil War Symposium - 8 April 
2017 - info@tccwrt.com
Minnesota Military Museum, Camp Ripley, 15000 
Hwy 115, Little Falls, MN 56345, 320-616-6050, 
http://www.mnmilitarymuseum.org/ 
Minnesota Air Guard Museum  - www.mnangmuse-
um.org  612-713-2523
World Without Genocide, 651-695-7621, http://
www.worldwithoutgenocide.org/
Fagen Fighters WWII Museum, Granite Falls, MN, 
320-564-6644, http://www.fagenfighterswwiimuse-
um.org.
Airshow  -  Eden Prairie  -  15-16 July 2017
www.wotn.org      952-746-6100
Military History Book Club, Har Mar Barnes & 
Noble: - Zetter, Stuxnet and Cyberwar - 19 Apr. - 
sdaubenspeck52@gmail.com 
Honor Flight  -  Jerry Kyser  -  crazyjerry45@hot-
mail  -  651-338-2717
CAF  -  Commemorative Air Force  -  www.cafm-
n.org 651-455-6942
Friends of Ft. Snelling, www.fortsnelling.org
Doug Bekke, WWI Uniforms, noon 15 June 2017, 
“Annex” New Ulm Historical Museum and again 7 
PM Legion Hall, Springfield, MN

We need volunteers to drive our veterans to and 
from meetings. Please contact Don Patton at cell 
612-867-5144 or coldpatton@yahoo.com
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11 May Corps Commanders of the Battle of Bulge

B-24D Liberator bomber 'Jerks Natural' of 
93rd Bomber Group, 328th Bomber Squadron 
at an airfield at Gambut Airfield (now Kambut), 
Libya, Feb 1943. 

The American Air Museum in Britain notes that the 
bomber had flown 30 successful missions at the 
time: 14 day raids and 2 night raids in the Mediter-
ranean theater, and 14 over Europe. They claimed 
to have sunk one U-boar (in the Gulf of Mexico) 
and to have shot down 5 fighters. Assigned to 328th 
BS, 93rd BG, 8th AF, TDY 9th Benghazi, Libya. 
This aircraft flew the 1 Aug. 1943, Ploesti mission, 
diverting safely to Sicily. A/C was damaged over 
Austria on mission to Wiener Neustadt Bf 109 
factory and crashed in Yugoslavia on 1 Oct 1943. 9 
KIA 1 POW. MACR 3301.
ww2dbase (http://ww2db.com/image.php?
image_id=9951)(USAAF Photo)

Route of Planned 1 August 1943 Ploesti Raid
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