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China was never more than a peripheral
theater for the Allies. At the end of the longest
supply lines in the world – even longer than
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the Soviet Union, action in the China-BurmaIndia (CBI) Theater was not decisive in
defeating the Japanese. Worse, the geopolitical
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Chinese.
Yet another point of friction was “Vinegar
Joe” Stilwell’s intense dislike for both Chiang
and his wife, American-educated Soong Mayling. Stilwell also disliked Chennault; the
feelings were mutual. Chennault believed in the
ability of airpower to win the war in China,
while Stilwell understood the essence of the
Chinese military situation – an agrarian society
with a peasant army. Chiang logically sided with
the enemy of his enemy.
Generally speaking, the Chinese high
command disliked Stilwell, who was too much
the soldier and not a Mandarin. He also
understood the Chinese and their culture too
well. For example, the Japanese put a price on
Stilwell's head. When a Chinese general would
not attack as planned, Stilwell would show up
on the battlefield as if baiting the Japanese - a
question of face. He would not go away until the
general attacked as ordered.
Generalissimo Chiang was unable to discuss
Chinese military matters at the first Cairo
Conference, and could not tell the British
whether his forces would be able to help retake
Burma. Stilwell knew the answers (NO). Chiang
also continued his campaign against Stilwell,
who was eventually recalled to the United States
in October 1944. He was replaced by Major
General Albert C. Wedemeyer. Wedemeyer did
not speak Chinese and Chiang found him easier
to manipulate.
With the surrender of the Japanese, Chiang
did get his war with Mao’s communists, a war
that proved fatal for the Nationalist cause in
1949. The myths of a strong democratic China
and of America's special relationship with China
came head to head with “objective reality” of
the real strength of the Communist forces and
the peasant revolution.
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