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The Battle for Brittany, the Sinking of the
Leopoldville and the 66th ID.

Whenthe Allies invaded Fanace in June of
1944, they planned to take the Brittany ports
of Brest, Lorient, and St. Nazaire along with
Cherbourg on the Cotentin peninsula. These
were to be the primary supply ports for the
drive into Germany. Unfortunately, the
German resistance prevent their use.

By D+30, both BradleyOs First US Army and
the British 2nd Army were stalemated,
although DempseyOs men had finally
achieved their EDay objective by taking
Caen.In an attempt to restore maneuver,
Montgomery approvece vague concept of
Operation COBRA, the breakout from the
beachhead, on 7 July.

By 13 July, plans were in hand for the
breakout along the St. L-"PZriers Lessay
road, roughly par&ling the Coutanc®
Avranchegoad flankingtheleft of the
German ™ Army. The idea was for the First
US Army to punch through the German line
and have PattonOs new Third US Army

exploit the opening. Both armies would be
positioned to operate on terrain more
favorable to them then the bocage. At the
same time COBRA wadanned and
launched, Dempsey put together the
powerful armored stroke known as
GOODWIND, aimed at pinning the
Germans in the Caen region while
cooperating with COBRA.

PattonOs first objective was to seize
Brittany; Montgomery was fixated on
gaining its pats. Planners expected this
effort to take the bulk of 3rd Army for a
long time. At the same time, some SHAEF
plannersenvisioned a more hopeful
LUCKYSTRIKE I, where few German
forces remained in the region or east
towards LeMans and Chartres. Some
speclated on a sudden breakout. Patton
clearly envisioned enveloping the Germans,
and found the Brittany operation a potential
dead weight to such movement.

During July, 1st Army fought through the
Bocage country and took St. L™, ending the
month in Avranche. That city is something

of a gateHolding it, the Americans could
swing west into Brittay, and east to
Chartres, Pariand beyond. Activated on 1
August, PattonOs 3rd Army, with numerous
heavy tank formations, was tasked with the
Brittany operation andvas to support the

1st ArmyQOs eastward thrust.
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Dr. James W. Gerber passed away on 31 July 2009 after baitlirig Lymphocytic Leukemia for
seven months. He survived by wife Linda; sons Jonathan (Sarah) and Daniel (Rachel); daughter
Jennfer (Aaron); grandchildren Sydney, Frederick, and Alexander; mother Elaine; and sister Sandra.

Jimtook his MPH and MD at the U of Minnesota, and practiced at the Roselawn Clinic for many years.

His colleagues and patients became his friends. Closente,lmur members remember Jim, always
cheerful, selling books, holding down the front counter, and keeping the front of the house running

smoothly. The number of people who considered ODr. JimO a friend are legion. We all miss him and wil

keep him in our @yers and memory.
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The units comprising PattonOs force moved
down the road from Countance through
Avranches. Among these units was the
1303rd Engineer General Service Regiment
On 7 August, the Germans attempted to cut
the Anerican lines of communication from
Coutance to Akanchesn OPERATION

L+ TTICH., Many units like the 1303EGSR
deployed as infantry, prepared to resist the
German attackThat assaufioundered on the
OrockO of thgS 30th ID. Rebuffed after
hard fighting the German 7th Army began
its fighting retreat into the Falaise gap.
Despite I3TTICH, the Brittany operation

went forward.

Bradley sent two of PattonOs corps into
Brittany, fearing the weak and relatively
immobile German XV Corps in Brittany
would threaten attack that might cut armored
columns off from their LOC. Having cut

most of the roads linking the Rennes garrison
to the rest of German forces, MG John Wood

of 4AD wanted to turn eadtle ordered his
division to shiftits advance to theoutheast,
but his superior, MG Troy Middleton of VIII
Corps, ordered that Rennes be taken, and
then sent Woods west towards Quiberon,
deep in Brittany.

Bradley wanted maneuviaand the speed
displayed byl corps@2 armored and 2
infantry divisions in bottling ugiserman
forces around the major ports and sub pens,
providal it. Despite this, he was very
displeased with Patton, who did not este

his objectives (the portsigrest held out until
19 Septembet,OOrient remained under
German control untl0 Septembeiand St.
Nazaire until the 11th

Rather quicklythe Allies determinethata
corps could handle the Germandirttany.
The bulk of 3rd Army novdeployed its
armored divisions to theast. Once bottled
up by siege lines, the Germans could be
containedoy infantry and artillery. Several
new divisions, particularly the 66th Infantry,
were sent in to relievdliddletonOs men

The 66th, having lost over 700 men in the
Christmas Eve sinking of tH&S

Leopoldville had a OgrudgeO to work out
with the GermansThe saga of the
Leopoldvilleis, like the larger Battle for
Brittany, a nearly forgotten part of the war in
Europe.
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