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The Dr Harold C. Deutsch

World War II History Round Table 

2011 Battlefield Tour

Berlin to Moscow

May 13 – 30, 2011

Day 1:
May 13
Depart for Europe 

This afternoon you depart home for the Berlin International Airport with dinner and breakfast onboard the plane.

Day 2:
May 14
Berlin – Sightseeing and WW2 program “The Battle of Berlin”

Welcome to Berlin Tegel International Airport where you will meet your tour escort John Rogers who will be with you 24/7 during the tour. You will also meet all participants on the tour at the airport or at the hotel during the welcome dinner. An afternoon sightseeing tour of Berlin is planned with a local professional historian. 3 overnights Berlin, Germany (dinner)

Day 3:
May 15
Berlin – Sightseeing and WW2 program “The Battle of Berlin”

Today we will continue our visit of Berlin with a sightseeing tour which highlights our World War 2 program that includes many sites for example: Bebel Platz, Site of Hitler’s bunker, SS and Gestapo HQ/Topography of Terror, Air Defense Ministry, T4 Euthanasia Memorial, The Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial Church, Stasi Exhibition, German resistance Museum, and Reichstag. Overnight Berlin (breakfast and dinner)

Day 4:
May 16
Berlin – A day to visit your favorite highlights
Another day in Berlin is planned to let you see those highlights that you have interest in most. Many options and suggestions will also be available from your guide. Overnight Berlin (breakfast)

Day 5:
May 17
Berlin to Ketrzyn (Rastenburg) Poland

After breakfast we depart Berlin by train (1st class) for Ketrzyn, Poland formerly known as Rastenburg, Hitler’s´ former headquarters complex Wolfschanze (The Wolf’s Lair). Many are familiar with the assassination 
attempt on Hitler July 1944 known as the “Operation Valkyrie.” 3 overnights Ketrzyn, Poland (breakfast, dinner)

Day 6:
May 18
Ketrzyn (Rastenburg) - Operation Valkyrie

This morning our local guide/historian will give a tour of Hitler’s former headquarters complex Wolfschanze (The Wolf’s Lair). We will trace the famous assassination attempt July 1944 known as the Operation Valkyrie over the next day. Time for discussions during lunch in local restaurant. Overnight Ketrzyn (breakfast, lunch, and dinner)

Wolf's Lair – Hitler's headquarters

Hitler's headquarters at Gierloz known as the Wolf's Lair is one of the most sinister places in the region, but it attracts many tourists because of its legendary climate. The fortress is composed of 80 buildings, 50 of them are bunkers. The headquarters had its own electric power generator, railway station and an air-strip. Quarters of the top Nazi officials as well as casino and cinema were located in the central part of the compound. The whole area was camouflaged, protected by wire entanglements and mine fields. Retreating in 1945, the Germans dynamited the fortress.

Day 7:
May 19
Ketrzyn (Rastenburg) - Visit WW2 OKH German Army headquarters

Once again we meet our local guide/historian to finish our visit of the Rastenburg area to include the following highlights: WW2 German Army headquarters (OKH – Oberkommando des Heeres) near the Wolf’s Lair, Staffenburg barracks at Mauerwald, Ketrzyn Wilamowo Airport famous for WW2 top-secret Hitler's Headquarter and LZ 127 Graf Zeppelin. Lunch at local restaurant with discussions. Overnight Ketrzyn (breakfast, lunch, and dinner)

Day 8:
May 20
Warsaw - Uprising and sightseeing tour

Today we load our luggage into our bus and depart for Warsaw. A sightseeing tour of Warsaw will include the World War 2 - Uprising of 1943 and the Ghetto Uprising of 1944. 2 overnights Warsaw, Poland (breakfast, dinner)

Day 9:
May 21
Warsaw - Uprising and sightseeing tour

This beautiful city has so much to offer. We begin with part 2 of our sightseeing tour of Warsaw with a local guide to also include much more about the WW2 Uprising of 1943 and the Ghetto Uprising of 1944. In the late afternoon venture off and visit those special highlights of the city or join a river cruise on the Vistula River to see the city from a different angle. Overnight Warsaw (breakfast)

Day 10:
May 22
Krakow - Sightseeing tour of the city to include Plaszow Concentration Camp

Another train journey is in today’s schedule from Warsaw to Krakow. Upon arrival we have free time for lunch before embarking on a special sightseeing tour of Krakow with a local guide to include Kazimierz and Podgorze district of Krakow, Plaszow Concentration Camp and the Emalia Enamel Factory that was run by Oskar Schindler during WW2. *The movie “Schindler´s List” depicted what took place at the factory.
1 overnight Krakow, Poland (breakfast, dinner)

Day 11:
May 23
 Krakow - Auschwitz Concentration Camp and Birkenau

A full day excursion to Auschwitz Concentration Camp and Birkenau is planned for today. All over the world, Auschwitz has become a symbol of terror, genocide, and the Holocaust. It was established by Germans in 1940, in the suburbs of Oswiecim, a Polish city that was annexed to the Third Reich by the Nazis. We arrive back into Krakow with the late afternoon free at your leisure to explore those sights you wanted to revisit.

1 overnight Warsaw Airport (breakfast, dinner)                    

Day 12:
May 24     
Krakow and flight to St. Petersburg 

This morning we depart from the Warsaw Chopin Airport for St Petersburg, Russia. Upon arrival we transfer to our hotel with free time in the evening to explore the night life nearby. 3 overnights St. Petersburg, Russia (breakfast and dinner) 

White Nights in St. Petersburg  

Although the phenomenon known as the "White Nights" is not unique to St Petersburg, in no other northern city have they received such poetic and literary acclaim. What could be more romantic than a walk along the banks of the city's rivers and canals in almost broad daylight, no matter what the time of day? From late May to early July the nights are bright in St Petersburg. The White Nights (Beliye Nochi) are a curious phenomenon caused by St. Petersburg's very northerly geographical location - at 59 degrees 57' North (roughly on the same latitude as Oslo, Norway, the southern tip of Greenland and Seward, Alaska). St. Petersburg is the world's most northern city with a population over 1 million, and its stands at such a high latitude that the sun does not descend below the horizon enough for the sky to grow dark. 

Day 13:
May 25       Sightseeing tour of St. Petersburg to include WW2 program Siege of Leningrad

We will cover as much as possible on our sightseeing tour of St. Petersburg to include “The Siege of Leningrad” which is also known as the Leningrad Blockade. The city is rich with history and must be seen several times to take it all in. Overnight St. Petersburg (breakfast, dinner)

Day 14:
May 26
Sightseeing tour of St. Petersburg to include WW2 program Siege of Leningrad

Take a deep breath as we continue our tour of St. Petersburg and “The Siege of Leningrad.” Today we will visit some museums that will help put it all into perspective. For those that need some free time you will have the late afternoon at your leisure to enjoy more of the city and its interesting sites. Overnight St. Petersburg (breakfast and dinner)
Day 15:
May 27
St. Petersburg to Moscow by train 

After breakfast you have free time for optional excursions or visit one last time your favorite highlight before we depart for Moscow in the late afternoon by train (1st class). The romance of shuttling along the train route that dates back to Imperial Russia is something not to be missed. 3 overnights Moscow, Russia (breakfast)
Moscow Theater tickets (suggestion for May 28 and 29)

See a performance in one of Moscow theatres. If you're interested in opera or ballet, the best choice is the famous Bolshoi theatre. You can watch the schedule of performances and book the ticket online (www.bolshoi.ru/en/)
If you like classic music you can go to Tchaikovsky Hall, The Moscow Conservatory (www.mosconsv.ru), or the International House of Music (www.mmdm.ru). Moscow is also famous for its Circus. There are two – Old Circus www.circusnikulin.ru (Tsvetnoi Boulevard) and New Circus www.bolshoicircus.ru on Prospect Vernadskogo street.

Day 16:
May 28
Moscow – Battle of Moscow

Moscow is the capital and most populous city. An intriguing full day sightseeing tour of Moscow is planned which will include the Battle of Moscow during World War 2. Overnight Moscow (breakfast and dinner)

Day 17:
May 29
Moscow – Battle of Moscow

One day isn’t enough in Moscow so we continue the sightseeing tour of Moscow to include Battle of Moscow during World War 2. After lunch we then depart for the T-34 History Museum www.museum-t-34-ru for an interesting look into the world’s only museum dedicated entirely to one specific example of armaments, military technology and the legendary combat vehicle of the ХХ century – Т-34 medium tank. Overnight Moscow (breakfast)

Day 18:
May 30
Moscow - Flight home


Plenty of free time after breakfast and during the morning to do some last minute shopping or sightseeing before we depart home. In the late morning we depart for the Moscow Sheremetyevo International Airport (SVO). Our flight will arrive home on the same day (breakfast at hotel)

PRICE:

$ 4250    * LAND ONLY per person based on double occupancy (Minor schedule changes may be required)
$   950      single supplement

$   200    * Russian VISA - we may do as a group or individually
$   500    * Flight Poland to St Petersburg - estimated
$ 1500      Flight Minneapolis (MSP) to Berlin (TXL) and Moscow (SVO) to Minneapolis (MSP) - estimated 

* Note:
Those with a star * are part of the basic trip and cost for everyone. Those without a star* are for participants 
on the tour that will come from multiple locations and may choose other options.

Included in tour price:


* Daily breakfast 


* 12 dinners


* 2 lunches as indicated on tour program


* 16 overnights accommodations: 1st class hotels (exception Ketrzyn, 3-star)


* Sightseeing tours as indicated in program


* Luxury motor coach


* First Class train travel 


* Full time tour escort throughout the tour


* Service of local professional guides/historians


* All entrances to museum as per the detailed itinerary

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS:

Holiday Inn Berlin Mitte 
Hotel Wolf´s Lair, Ketrzyn

Holiday Inn Warsaw 
Hotel Andel, Krakow

Hotel Ambassador, St. Petersburg 

Hotel Marriot Tverskaya, Moscow 


Contact:


For tour coordination:


Dr. Harold C. Deutsch


WW II History Round Table


C/o Colonel Don Patton (retired – US Army)


7220 Fleetwood Drive


Edina, MN 55439


Tel: 612-867-5144


E-mail: coldpatton@yahoo.com





Contact:


For reservations:


Hypointe Travel – Bob Riggs


16240 Hyland Ave.


Lakeville, MN 55044


Tel:  952 – 891 – 8430


Fax: 952 – 891 – 8424


E-mail: hypointe@pro-ns.net
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